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Giacomo Puccini
The Critical Edition of the operas of Giacomo Puccini published by Casa Ricordi

General editor: Gabriele Dotto

The long-awaited Critical Edition of Puccini’s operas, many years in the 
planning and with several works already in preparation, will finally start 
with the publication of Manon Lescaut as the first volume of the series.

Puccini’s ceaseless penchant for revision led to a quantity of simulta- 
neously available, sometime overlapping “versions” of texts. As a further 
complication, “performing materials” hired out to opera houses were 
kept updated with corrections that did not always find their way consis-
tently into full and vocal scores offered to the general public.

The complex nature of the rnultiple available sources requires an 
innovative approach to textual criticism as part of its editorial philosophy. 
For instance, in many cases it is not possible to establish a single source 
as a “primary” text for an entire opera: for certain passages in some 
operas, two or perhaps several musical sources could occupy positions 
of a “shifting status”, now primary, now secondary. Further, in keeping 
with the growing sophistication with which orchestral color was used in 
Puccini’s time as an integral part of the musical discourse – an aspect in 
which Puccini was an absolute master – the edition will carefully restore 
the shades and nuances reflected in the composer’s autograph scores 
which were later obfuscated in the printed scores.

With unparalleled access to the primary autograph sources and anno-
tated secondary sources, to the publishing records, and to the contem-
porary documentation, the Critical Edition of the Operas of Puccini will 
offer the performer, the scholar, and the aficionado a range of informa-

tion never before available. 

• Full score: hardbound volumes, 24 x 34 cm

•  Critical Commentary: hardbound volumes, 17 x 24 cm 

[Historical Introduction in Italian]

•  Piano/Vocal score based on the Critical Edition: 
paperbound, 20 x 27 cm 

[Historical Introduction and Critical Commentary in Italian and English]
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Plan of the critical editions 

I.  Le Villi 
a. Le Willis (one Act) 
b. Le Villi (two Acts)

II.  Edgar  
a. (four Acts) 
b. (three Acts)

III. Manon Lescaut 

IV. La bohème

V. Tosca

VI.  Madama Butterfly 
a. (two Acts) 
b. (three Acts)

VII. La fanciulla del West

VIII. La rondine

IX. 1 – Il tabarro

IX. 2 – Suor Angelica

IX. 3 – Gianni Schicchi

X. Turandot

   forthcoming within 2014

   Unless otherwise indicated, the titles 
of the edition plan are in progress




